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On Thanksgiving, while many were rushing the doors of stores holding early Black Friday sales, I was 

having a pleasant after-dinner conversation with the family of former Cru staff from Egypt in the home 

of my co-workers Bob and Janice Trierweiler.  Among our activities we shared the many blessings for 

which we are thankful, especially God’s gift of His Son. 

Our Cru staff at world headquarters in Orlando find many ways to celebrate the holidays by sharing with 

others – both our provisions and our faith. 

BOXES OF LOVE 

For Thanksgiving, we held a food drive in conjunction with our local Here’s Life Inner City ministry.  We 

collected Boxes of Love with all the fixin’s for a traditional dinner which were distributed to needy 

families here in Orlando. 

TOY DRIVES 

We helped make a foster child's Christmas special by partnering with Community Based Care of Central 

Florida to donate new, unwrapped toys, and also joined with the Marine Corps’ Toys for Tots program.  

MY HOPE AMERICA with Billy Graham 

At our Day of Prayer in October, we learned about this new film series by the Billy Graham Evangelistic 

Association.  The first film, The Cross, was broadcast in November.  Many staff members hosted viewings 

in their homes.  You can view it at this link: http://myhopewithbillygraham.org/programs/the-cross/  

LOCAL CHURCH OUTREACHES 

So many people were participating in Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child that the local Dollar 

Tree store ran out of plastic shoe boxes!  While I was shopping to fill mine, I enjoyed watching a mother 

with three young children who were each filling their own box to send to a child overseas.  What a great 

way to teach kids how to share their faith and help others!  And of course, we are taking advantage of 

the opportunities presented in the churches we attend to tell others about Jesus – “Singing Christmas 

Tree,” Sunday School Christmas pageants, even inviting friends to some of the special performances at 

Orlando amusement parks and discussing the real reason to celebrate this season. 

ADVENT BLOG 

This month, my blog at  www.LynnMaynard.wordpress.com  focuses on the various people involved 

with Christ’s birth over 2,000 years ago – Mary, Joseph, the Innkeeper, the Shepherds, the Magi and 

King Herod.  Check it out.   

Merry Christmas to all!     
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